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Experimental Study on the Filling of Concrete to Closed Space 
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Summary   This paper describes the process and result of a study conducted to ensure the filling of concrete in closed 
space and in sections with densely arranged reinforcement of the side walls of a vertical shaft. The shaft has been 
seismically designed against level-II ground motion and is installed in soft ground. The wall has therefore a great 
thickness of 2 m and the volume of reinforcement is high at 360 kg/m3. The earth retaining diaphragm for the shaft is 
provided with two tiers of beams at the opening for reinforcement. Filling concrete below the beams is therefore 
extremely difficult.  Ease of construction using plasticized concrete with a slump of 21 cm was evaluated by full-scale 
model testing. As a result, it was verified that no plasticized concrete could ensure adequate filling of concrete. Then, the 
application of self-compacting concrete was considered. The compaction of plasticized concrete in closed space and its 
flowability in the direction of wall thickness (over a thickness of 2 m) were verified by testing using U- and box-shaped 
apparatuses. 

Key Words : closed space, high density bar arrangement, plasticized concrete, self-compacting property,  
self-compactable concrete,  


